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Environmental History in England: Technological Solution and Discursive Conflict
in Late-Nineteenth Century Coal Smoke Problem
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This research aimed to examine the ﬁracticability of smoke abatement
plans that was presented as the key technological solution to the smoke problems caused by burning
coals in nineteenth century England, and to reexamine the conflicts over smoke abatement. It found
out that London water companies used relatively smokeless coals by the mid century and smoke
abatement plans were sometimes used with such coals. Railway companies also used coke in some cases,
though the extent of the prevalence is not clear. Thus, this research collected some examples to
show that there were other options than smoke abatement plans to deal with coal smoke nuisance in a
particular region and industry. This argument have a possibility to shed a new light on the smoke
abatement strategies in the nineteenth century by reexamining them in the wider context of possible
options to solve the problem.
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