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The reception of Confucianism and Western studies, and foreign recognition from
early modern to modern Japan: an analysis of the Hirado clan

YOSHIMURA, Masami

2,000,000

This study examines the acceptance of Confucian and Western studies and
foreign recognition from the early modern period to the modern period, focusing on the Hirado clan,
and clarifies the following three points.

(1) Confucian learning methods were used to discuss clan politics and foreign policy in the Ishinkan
and Kodokan. (2) In the early modern period, the Edo residence of the Matsura family hosted
cultural exchanges between women, shogunate vassals and scholars, where knowledge of foreign
relations and Western studies was shared. Matsura Seizan provided the shogunate with foreign
information obtained through these contacts. (3) In the early Meiji period, the last lord of the
domain attempted to introduce Western studies, but the strong influence of Confucianism among the
former domain officials influenced the theories of foreign expansion of Suganuma Teifu and other
scholars.

As above, the way in which Confucian and Western studies were accepted influenced foreign
recognition.
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