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The purpose of this study is to clarify 1) what the traditional political
system called Gada is at Arsi society in Ethiopia, what kind of practice of Gada is currently
practiced, and 2)how it is being reconstructed and revitalized in the current political context.
Regarding 1), the social role of the Gada is governance and ritual, but while the ritual element has

disappeared,the customary courts has been inherited as the practice of gadaa, while the political
structure has been retained. As for 2), the Arsi, in the movement for the revival of Gada, were
engaged in power struggles for positions in Gada while recreating the structure of Gada with making
full use of various discourses.
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