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Are National Newspapers Polarizing?-A Quantitative Text Analysis Approach
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This study is intended to approach polarization in national newspapers,
which has been noted to be progressing in recent years, using a method of text analysis. Using
supervised machine learning method, 1 proposed the Polarization Index, which measures the degree of
text polarization, and applied it to articles in four national newspapers. The results showed that
the tone of the four newspapers was in line with the conventional view of "liberal Asahi/Mainichi”
versus ‘‘conservative Yomiuri/Sankei," but these differences were not large, and there was no
evidence of polarization in the national newspaper text.
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