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Critical analysis of the data generation process on civilian casualties in armed
conflict
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This research project analyzed the structure in which data on civilian
casualties caused by armed conflicts are collected. INGOs and International Organizations have
played an especially important role in this structure. A variety of INGOs has tried to collect data
on civilian casualties since the 1970s, and the amount of data has rapidly grown since 2001 as the
number of INGOs increased. International Organizations have also contributed significantly to the
construction of data bases on civilian casualties. For example, the International Criminal Courts
have tried to make data bases on armed conflicts when they prosecuted various war crimes. In
addition, some UN organizations such as the UN Human Rights Council and the Office of the United

Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights have contributed to the construction of data bases on
armed conflicts.
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