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The role of lymphangiogenesis in polycystic kidney disease
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We investigated the role of VEGF-C and lymphangiogenesis in polycystic
kidney disease (PKD). Four-week-old Jck and Pcy mouse models for PKD receilved intravenous
administration of adenoviral vectors expressing VEGF-C (AdVEGF-C), a major lymphangiogenic factor or

B -galactosidase (AdLacZ) as a control. Mice were killed at eight weeks old, however, there were no

significant differences in the ratio of kidney to body weight, renal cyst formation,

lymphangiogenesis, and serum creatinine between AdVEGF-C-treated and AdLacZ-treated groups. Further
research will be required for assessing the possible VEGF-C therapy for PKD.
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