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The purpose of this study was to investigate the effectiveness of current
foreign language education (FLEg policies in Japan to develop improved FLE policies to assist "
Japanese people with English abilities."” In cooperation with boards of education throughout Japan,
we conducted a questionnaire to learn about policies used in their prefectures (or municipalities)
and ask how they view the effectiveness including the central government®s FLE policies®s. The
results show that approximately one-half of the local governments surveyed recognize the
effectiveness of policies related to elementary and junior high schools, while only about one-fifth
recognize the effectiveness of the achievement indicators in the Basic Plan for the Promotion of
Education.
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