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The meaning of “public® in colonial development: Taiwan"s water resources
infrastructures under the Japanese rule
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This study examines the meaning of “public’ in colonial development by
considering the case of Taiwan’ s water resources infrastructures during the Japanese colonial
period. Although these infrastructures generally became public assets, colonial Taiwan perceived the

notion of “public’ as an imposition. In fact, the Taiwanese wished for water resources
infrastructures to not be labelled as public. To determine why such controversy arose, the current
study analyses the arguments of “public’ or “private’ water during the colonial period. By relying
on trial and government documents, articles and newspapers of the time, it reveals that the
Taiwanese appealed for water resources to be regarded as “private”.
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