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The historical analysis of governmental regulations for genome research in
Japan was one of the main achievements of this study. Specifically, while the development of a set
of guidelines was originally undertaken to establish and promote a particular research project, the
fundamental principles of the human genome and genome research were established around the same
time. By utilizing these two streams (i.e., the concepts and frameworks of the guidelines and
fundamental principles), the enactment of another set of guidelines that are more general while
containing specific provisions was achieved. This analysis indicated that the formation of these
regulations was influenced by several international movements, including the promotion of the Human
Genome Project launched in 1990 and the adoption of the Universal Declaration on the Human Genome
and Human Rights at UNESCO"s 29th General Conference in 1997.
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