2019 2023

How the Second World War affected the Japanese Sociery; from the view point of
hometown regiments

Kambayashi, Ryo

4,800,000

Wit
Wwwit

Wil

The impact of the demographic imbalance caused by the disproportionate loss
of men from specific age groups in certain regions during World War Il in Japan on subsequent
industrial development and labor markets in those regions is examined. As the generation that
directly experienced WVI1 ages and passes away, it is more important than ever to discuss the war’s
impact on Japanese society. With the assistance of the Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare and
prefectural aid offices, new statistics were compiled and information gathered. As a result, we
found that prefectures which lost many young men during WWIl may have experienced a delay in the
postwar shift to manufacturing. However, we also found that this effect was quantitatively small and

nearly disappeared in the early years of the high economic growth period.
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Figure: Evolution of gender ratio by cohorts in Japan
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Table: Effect of the gender ratio change on industry composition and employment

Industry Employment Share Employment and Participation
Manufacturing  Agriculture  Service  Employment rate  Female LFPR  Male LFPR
o @ €) @) ©) ©)
Gender ratio change 1935-47 0.052* -0.019 -0.032 -0.057 -0.159*** -0.013
(0.027) (0.033) (0.021) (0.037) (0.061) (0.053)
In(pop) change 1947-55 -0.029** -0.001 0.030** 0.083*** 0.146"** 0.071**
(0.015) (0.019) (0.013) (0.024) (0.042) (0.028)
Gender ratio in 1935 0.091*** -0.085** -0.007 -0.042 -0.142* -0.043
(0.030) (0.034) (0.023) (0.040) (0.065) (0.052)
In(pop) in 1935 -0.032** -0.028 0.060*** 0.101*** 0.184"** 0.077***
(0.015) (0.020) (0.012) (0.022) (0.043) (0.023)
In(worker) -0.037*** 0.133***  -0.096***
(0.011) (0.015) (0.008)
In(pop) 0.037** -0.025 0.018
(0.016) (0.032) (0.019)
Mean outcome 1955-1980 0.241 0.382 0.377 0.747 0.583 0.948
3-way fixed effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Prefecture-year FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Cohort-year FE Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
R-squared 0.924 0.948 0.922 0.610 0.671 0.320
Observations 1748 1748 1748 1748 1748 1748
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Figure: Time-varying effect
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