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The purpose of this study is to investigate the neural basis of facial
expression recognition in laboratory rats using a facial expression discrimination task. In this
study, we were able to conduct experiments to understand the behavioral significance of the facial
expression discrimination task in rats, and to examine the effects of local lesion in the amygdala,
which is involved in the function of facial expression recognition in primates, in the facial
expression discrimination task by performing local lesion treatment in rats. We were also able to
address the discussion of facial expression function and neural bases in fish and cephalopods, which

are evolutionarily more ancient animals than rodents. We were able to achieve results with one
paper in submission, one paper in submission process, and two papers in publication.
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