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Developing a novel strategy to treat dementia through chemical genetics

Sonoshita, Masahiro
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There has been a significant increase in the number of dementia patients
according to the progress of an aging society. To solve this issue, we developed a novel dementia
model in Drosophila expressing mutant Tau. These flies displayed lethality due to neuronal death.
Through comprehensive genetic screening in these flies, we identified kinases whose mutation
suppressed lethality in flies. Inhibitors against these novel therapeutic targets rescued such
phenotypes, validating our strategy as a novel path to control dementia.
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Tiny Drosophila makes giant strides in cancer research
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