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The purpose of this study was to identify the intrinsic knowledge and care
of expert nurses for early weaning from ventilators. Interviews and eye gaze analysis were conducted
to compare expert nurses with novice nurses to identify the characteristics of expert nurses. The
interviews revealed that expert nurses paid attention not only to the physical body, but also to the
mental state and the progress of the days. Gaze analysis revealed that expert nurses made decisions

while relating multiple pieces of information. The characteristics of expert nurses® gazing
transitions were more complex than those of novice nurses, suggesting that expert nurses synthesized
multiple pieces of information in their judgments. Expert nurses cared not only in sputum
expectoration, but also in restoring respiratory muscles, regulating nutritional status, and
providing emotional support.
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