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Study on the Formation of Official Art in the 20th century France: from the
Perspective of the Designers of cartoons for the Gobelins Manufactory
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This study aims to reveal the process of the formation of “ official art”
in the first half of the 20th century France by analyzing the modernization of the Gobelins
tapestries, that was undertaken by Gustave Geffroy (1855-1926), director from 1908 to 1926. It
mainly analyzed the process of making a series of tapestries Provinces et villes de France which is
considered as one of the highlights among Geffroy’ s projects and the Council of the Gobelins (la
Commission de perfectionnement de la Manufacture nationale des Gobelins) which had the authority to
select the artists and examine cartoons of tapestry. The study reveals that the artists appointed
designer of cartoons were not necessarily “ avant-garde” at that time (and they are now largely

forgotten) and that the decisions by the director of the Gobelins were not always absolute by the
presence of the Council.
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