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Developing analytical methods which connect guantitative learner corpus research
with qualitative research using the language learner as an observation unit

MORI, HIDEAKI
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This study reveals that when conducting quantitative learner corpus
analyses, statistically effective analyses could be conducted 1f the learner is seen as an
observation unit rather than using language as an analytical unit. The International Corpus of
Japanese as a second language (1-JAS) was consulted, from which it was found that although the use
of the conditional expression “ tara” increased as learner levels rose, but that the use of* to”
and“ ba” increased only up to about half the usage frequency observed in native speakers. With this
guantitative study as a basis, a qualitative analysis of learners who overused“ tara” revealed that
in beginner Japanese classes, “ tara” was widely but mistakenly used in a temporal or adnominal
clause, and that in the advanced levels there was a strong tendency to use” tara” even in contexts
in which“ to” and“ ba” were more appropriate. These results suggest that a re-examination of
quantitative learner corpus analysis methods is needed.
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Woods et al. (1986: 140) Table 9.4
0 lerror 2-6errors Row total
Group A 7 7 16 30
Group B 13 11 6 30
Column total 20 18 22 60

X 2(2)=7.22, p<.05, Cramer's V=.347
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Group A 71 2,929 3,000
24% 97.6% 100.0%
Group B 35 2,965 3,000
12% 98.8% 100.0%
106 5894 6,000

X 2(1) =11.764, p< .01, Cramer's V' =.044
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-3.471 *** 606 -.004

1.030 ** .355 .096

1.514 *** 348 .135

J-CAT .083 *** (012 .271

J-CAT .069 *** (015 .178
Adjusted R? .239
850

* P<.05, ** P<.01, *** P<.001
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