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Phonological Changes in Tang China According to Transcriptional Sources
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The purpose of this study was to glean insights from transcriptional sources
about phonological changes in China during the Tang Dynasty (618-907), specifically the extent of
the dentalabialization in some labial initials and the phonetic values of the wei-initial and
ri-initial. According to the analysis, from the late seventh century, dentalabialization was
underway to some extent and the wei-initial, yet to be fully spirantized and denasalized, remained
nasal. However, the study also found instances in transcriptional sources dated to the end of the
Early Tang Dynasty that reflect the spirantization of the ri-initial. Additionally, the author
suggests a possible reason why Yijing tended to transliterate the Sanskrit /v/ into bingmu (b-) in
his Chinese transliteration of Sanskrit: rather than this tendency arising because of issues on the
Chinese-language side, it reflected the fact that /v/ was often used interchangeably with /b/ on the

Indian side.
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