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This study investigated whether intermediate-level Japanese learners of
English use linguistic and/or non-linguistic (visual) contextual information to measure the salience
of referents when producing referring expressions (REs) in English discourse. The forms of REs
(proper names and pronouns) used in a picture narration task revealed that, like native English
speakers, the learners have the ability to measure referent salience by utilizing both types of
contextual information and select REs accordingly.
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(1) a. Minnie went on a picnic with Donald.

b. And then, (Minnie/she took a picture of flowers)

c. A butterfly (was also in the picture)
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