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Non-canonical case marking: A descriptive and theoretical study of the grammar
of Northern Ryukyuan languages
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Based on fieldworks in the Okinawa island (Yonabaru, Ginowan, Kin) and the
Amami/Kakeroma island (Setouchi), I investigated the distribution of the case particles in Northern
Ryukyuan languages/dialects. One of the notable findings that has not been reported in the
literature is that the distribution of the nominative case particle, nu, is affected not only by the
animacy of the subject but also by the syntactic environment. In particular, nu-marked subjects
show wider distribution in relative clauses and non-volitional intransitive clauses. Those findings
are presented at several conferences and one journal article.
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utuutu=ga/nu  udu-ta

= NOM -PST
ari=ga/*nu udu-ta
=NOM -PST

utuutu=ga/nu  udu-ta-n

= NOM -PST-ADN
ari=ga/nu udu-ta-n
=NOM -PST-ADN

tuhoroo

tuhoroo
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utuutu=ga/*nu mutiii=ba ka-da

=NOM ACC -PST

an mjaa=ga/*nu nidin=ba ka-da

NOM =ACC -PST

koo=nu midi=ga/*nu  iwa=ba kjoo-cha

GEN =NOM ACC -PST

utuutu=ga/*nu udu-ta

NOM -PST

myaa=ga/nu nigi-ta

NOM -PST
niti=ga/nu nigi-ta
NOM -PST

utuutu=ga/nu  toori-ta

NOM -PST
mma=ga/nu toori-ta

NOM -PST
kami=ga/nu kjoori-ta

NOM .PST
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