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This research explored the massively influential Genji scholarship produced
by certain renga masters of the medieval and warring-states periods, with a focus on their prolific
lecture and commentary activities. Extensive surveys of surviving commentary texts sought to trace
both how their teachings came to be so widely diffused and how that very diffusion came to shape
those teachings in turn. The investigation centered on the following three topics: (1) the
activities of the renga master Sogi, (2) the activities of Sogi®s important disciples, above all
Soseki and Kensai (along with their respective students), and (3) a broad-based survey of commentary

materials that shed light on contemporary renga masters® Genji studies more generally. While facing
the constraints imposed by the coronavirus pandemic, by making use of the primary sources
accessible, the project was able to make some progress in furthering our understanding of renga
masters®™ important Genji scholarship.
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