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This study examined the intelligibility of dental fricative substitutes in
the English pronunciation of Japanese native speakers. Overall, the most frequently used substitutes
for dental fricatives were alveolar fricatives, with about 25% accuracy for both voiced and
voiceless sounds. Voiced sounds, in particular, tended to become voiceless at the end of words.

Analyzing individual variations in substitute sounds revealed that individual pronunciation
tendencies did not necessarily match the overall trend. Some students frequently used correct dental
fricatives, and alveolar stops, which are said to be intelligible in LFC, as substitutes. This
study suggests implications for teaching intelligible pronunciation.
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