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In Hokkaido, "Funa-Ema" (votive picture with the theme of a ship), which
have been dedicated to shrines and temples since the early modern period, are still in existence. In
this study, we conducted several surveys of the location of votive pictures in a specific area.
Specifically, for each votive picture, we recorded the survey photo, description (name and place of
residence of the dedicator, date of dedication, etc.), and dimensions in a database. This database
is linked to location information, and the distribution of votive pictures is visualized using
geographic information systems. This method makes it easy to quantitatively analyze the bias in the
number of existing votive pictures in different regions and the bias in the date of dedication. At
the same time, we have digitized photographs of past surveys to supplement information that cannot
be confirmed at present due to insect damage.
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