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This study examined the treatment of mentally retarded persons in juvenile
prisons and correctional institutions during the Meiji and Taisho periods, with the aim of
clarifying the formation of policies for mentally retarded persons who were involved in crime and
delinguency. As a result of the study, it was found that the treatment of the mentally retarded in
jJuvenile prisons was aimed at their "social life" after their release from prison, and that it was a

protective and educational practice to "make them independent and self-reliant in the world” and ™
help them enter social life. These findings confirm that support for persons with disabilities
involved in crimes and delinquency was based on a certain historical process, and that various
WElfare Teasures were being tried to stabilize their lives and reintegrate them into society after
their release.
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