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YAMAZAKI, Akiko

2,200,000

20 50 12

The purﬁose of this study was to examine the life stories of French
non-reproductive elites, i.e. those who came from disadvantaged classes to form elites, in order to
find out how they moved up the hierarchy. Interviews with 12 non-reproductive elites in their
twenties to fifties in various parts of France were conducted and analysed, together with
participant observations and interviews with teachers at the preparatory school for the elite,
Grandes Ecoles.
As a result, the following points became clear. They have met various key people at different points
in their lives, which may help them to move up the ladder. Preparatory classes also play a role in

helping them to rise through the ranks.
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