2019 2021

Social institutions promoting cooperation toward future generations
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This study examined whether the reputation system, one of the social
institutions that maintains cooperation toward the contemporaries, may also maintain cooperation
toward future generations or inhibit it. Specifically, this study investigated whether people in the

current generation positively or negatively evaluated the cooperator toward future generations. The
results showed that people in the current generation positively evaluate cooperation toward future
generations even when it brings costs to them. The results suggest that the reputation system may

support cooperation toward future generations.
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