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Development of social cognition in infants: a study by measuring autonomic
nervous system activity
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We investi?ated pupil contagion in infants, to clarify the development of
social cognition. We measured pupil diameter and skin conductance responses, as indicators of
autonomic nervous system activity. First, we found the face inversion effect of pupil contagion in
5-6-month-old infants. Second, to clarify the emotional response to pupil contagion, we measured the
skin conductance response indicating the emotional response during pupil contagion in infants. We
found that infant pupil diameter increased in response to dilating pupils of others and that the
skin conductance response increased correspondingly. Lastly, we found that the face-inversion effect
does not occur in 5-6-month-old infants® pupil contagion in other-race faces, that is, the
other-race effect of the face occurs in the pupil contagion.
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Does “ Peekaboo” attract infants?
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