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Understanding the interpersonal functions of facial expressions in infants
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Among the interpersonal functions in which facial expressions affect
others who see them, the functions of facial expressions to cause others to act (Study 1) and the
functions of facial expressions to elicit emotions in others (Study 1l1) were addressed and
experimentally explored in adults in order to collect comparative data for conducting studies in
infants.

In Study I, gaze-based data and conscious ansers suggested that when the expressor expressed a
happy facial expression, participants understood that the receiver®s action was more appropriate to
perform an approaching action than an avoiding action toward the expressor. In Study Il, however,
the gaze data did not yield results suggesting that participants understood that the receiver"s

facial expression would follow the expressor®s facial expression.
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