2019 2020

Evolution of sensory hair cells as balance detectors
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This is the first detailed description of the morphogenesis of statocyst of
an Acoelomorpha, Praesagittifera naikaiensis, whose developmental process has not been described.
Since the Acoelomorpha is a group of animals that diverged from the common ancestor of Bilateria,
this study provided a clue to understanding how the vestibular and auditory organs, including hair
cells, were acquired and changed their morphology during the evolutionary history of the Metazoa.
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