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Evolution and function of mate competition among females in monogamous birds.
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Reproductive investment theory predicts that mating competition among same
sex and mutual mate choice occur in monogamous species where both parents foster offspring. In
addition, sexual conflict will occur simultaneously. Bull-headed shrike is a monogamous bird and
pair bond is stronger in the post-mating period than in the pre-mating period. sexual conflict is
predicted to occur in the pre-mating periods than the post-mating period. The male shrike store food

by impaling its prey on the branches of trees. In the pre-mating period males stored 90.1 + 15.1%
of food acquired in conspicuous places, while in the post-mating period they stored 89.8 + 17.6% of
food acquired in concealed places. The males recovered 97.5 £+ 7.1% of the caches in concealed
places and the males and Earing females 57.7 = 33.4% of the caches in conspicuous places. It is
suggested that male bull-headed shrikes concealed caches to prevent females from retrieving it
during the pre-mating period.
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