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The roles of M4 macrophages in Systemic Sclerosis.
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Systemic scleroderma (SSc) is a collagen disease of unknown cause, with
fibrosis of the skin and various organs, vascular endothelial damage, and immune disorders. It has
been reported that monocytes and macrophages play an important role in the pathogenesis of SSc. Here

we identified that the percentage of M4 monocytes / macrophages in peripheral blood in patients
with SSc is significantly higher compared to those in healthy controls. It was suggested that CXCL-4
induced M4 monocyte/macrophage may play important roles in pathogenesis of SSc. However, the
markers characteristic of M4 monocytes / macrophages have not been established, and further analysis
should be necessary in the future.
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