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Since the Arab Spring erupted at the end of 2010, drastic social and
political changes have continued in Middle Eastern countries. In this context, scholarly interest in
the influx of migrants and refugees from the Middle East into Europe has increased. However, many
discussions have fallen short of developing an adequate framework for understanding the ongoing
transformation in the Middle East in relation to the development of the recent migration movement
due to the conventional research®s problematic colonialist perspective inherited from the long
tradition of Middle Eastern studies developed in Europe and the US. This research project aims to
fill this gap by clarifying how migrants and refugees from the Middle East develop new knowledge and

understandings of religion, ethnicity, and global ﬁower relations with a special focus on the
formation of relationships and personal exchanges that accompany their migration.
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