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In this research, the practice of self-narrative and community formation is
investigated, and the phatic function of oral communication that creates connections getween people,
and the construction of local history and generativity through the sharing of oral histories are
examined and clarified through the actual situation in the area where depopulation is progressing
after the great earthquake and nuclear accident.

The three qualitative approaches were used in this study: (1) participatory fieldwork and life
story interviews, (2) document collection and analysis, and (3) ethnographic description method. As
a result, this research enabled the capture of the regeneration of local communities which practiced

effective utilization of the interaction function of oral communication. 1 further clarified that
the practice of self-narrative and oral communication can be a resource for reconstructing local

history.
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