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WFZER IR DOBEE (3£30) : This research project aimed to establish a quality-assuring system
for higher education in the field of religious studies (the term “education about religious
culture” has been coined to name religious studies-based education as distinguished from
theology-based education). In particular, it planned, on the one hand, to develop an
inter-college evaluation system (“shukyo-bunkashi’ system) based upon provisional,
subject benchmark standards. On the other hand, it attempted to build a clearinghouse for
college teachers in religious studies programs, which provides them with practical teaching
methods and materials.

The project was carried out by seven working groups, each of which was comprised of the
leading members of religious studies programs from more than twenty universities,
including both national and private. Its major achievements are: a fact-finding survey of
education about religious culture in undergraduate curricula; needs analyses focusing on
students’ and corporate expectations for a “shukyo-bunkashr’, a qualified specialist in
religious culture; the foundation of the inter-college evaluation system of
“shukyo-bunkashr’; the launching of an on-line clearinghouse for teaching materials.

In order to make the results publicly accessible, the project has issued quarterly
newsletters as well as held several international symposia, lectures and workshops.
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