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TR OBEEE (330) : While it is well established that moth sex pheromones are de novo

synthesized in the pheromone gland through

modifications of fatty acid biosynthetic

pathways, molecular mechanisms underlying sex pheromone production remained poorly
understood. To address this, we have characterized some of the key molecules involved in
the biosynthesis of the sex pheromone bombykol in the silkmoth, Bombyx mori.

Characterization of these molecules has facil

itated our understanding of the precise

mechanisms underlying lepidopteran sex pheromone production.
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