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WFZERE R OMEEE (Z3C) @ Although a number of autoimmune diseases are known to develop in
postmenopausal women, the mechanisms by which estrogen deficiency influences
autoimmunity remain unclear. We show that estrogen deficiency induces apoptotic cells
and enhances the inflammatory lesion, plasmacytoid dendritic cells and Thl7 cells in the
salivary glands of NOD mice. Estrogen deficiency may paly a possible role for gender-based
autoimmunity in postmenopausal women.
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