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The reason why the influence of metal production in Iwami Silver Mine in 17 18
centuries on environment was not severe compared with that of foreign countries , was
studied based on the data of earth science and old documents on technologies of
dressing and smelting , economy and social back ground.

Sorts of used ore were different before the first half of 18 centuries (Fukuishi
mine) and after latter half of 18 centuries (Eikyu mine), but , the main common
reasons of the non—severe influence on environment were careful work in handling
resources and good exchange of technologies between mines of Japan, under control
of Tokugawa shogunate . That means the strong points of Japan compared with other

countries were demonstrated in environmental conservation, as the result.
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