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Enlightenment and errors : the role of the “history of errors” in
the “general and rational history of sciences and arts” of the

Encyclopédie
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T LT, TORR, TEREE] ORFEHE T

BF 72 Bl S oo M % (3% L) : Ihave undertaken athorough research on the whole text of
the Encyclopédie (1751-72) using < errors > as a keyword, and analysed the articles concerning
scientific disciplines. As a result of this research, | found that the "error" described in the scientific
articles of the Encylopédie has several patterns, as summarized below : 1. the error based on a
metaphorical use of scientific terms ; the error occured by labeling opponent hypotheses ; the error as
popular beliefs or superstitions ; the errow as < dominative error >, which, after being treated like a
piece of truth for long years, turned out to be an error ; the error of transitional type , which was found
out to be true by the progress of science and technology after being exposed to prejudices.
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