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MR OBEEE (J30) : There are three results of the study on disfluencies. The first one is
elucidation of phonological pattern underlying inter language speech. In the speech a
syllable takes on the role of acting as the universal phonological unit. The novices of
Japanese learners, English, Chinese and Korean, substitute a syllable for the dominant
phonological unit of the mother tongue in their Japanese speech. On the other hand the
advanced leaners’ dominant phonological units are morae or those of their mother tongues.

The second one is illumination of a common tendency of stuttering between Japanese
(Keihan dialect) and Chinese (Beijing dialect). The stutterers produce disfluency adhering
to the next prosodic marker to the loci of disfluency. The marker is the descending pitch. In
the other words, it is the accent nucleus in Japanese and No.4 tone in Chinese. The finding
is based on statistical analysis of connected speech samples in Japanese and Chinese.

The third one is the suggestion of making a clear distinction between stuttering and not
stuttering with the detailed investigation of language diversity. The whole word repetition
has been the theme of discussions whether it is a symptom of stuttering or not. Cooperating
with Prof. Peter Howell (University College London), it was shown that the stutterers in
English create many whole word repetitions but the stutterers in Japanese don’t do many.
So the whole word repetition is not always a sign of stuttering. This conclusion is based on
the accumulation of contrastive study of Japanese and English stuttering, and the
difference of morphological and syntactic structures between Japanese and English.
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