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A comparative study on the acquisition of collocational expressions by native Chinese and Korean
speakers learning Japanese
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We conducted tests of general Japanese ability and collocational expressions on 2™ and 3" year
native Chinese speaking university students studying Japanese. Test data were analyzed by a
statistic technique of structural equation modeling (SEM). The results showed the causal relations
of acquisition from lexical knowledge via idioms to onomatopoeia. We organized a workshop
related to the SEM technique to share the results of this study with teachers and students involved
in Japanese language education. A series of these collocation studies were presented at various
academic conferences such as Japanese language education, second language acquisition, and
Japanese language sciences. A research paper on collocational frequencies of onomatopoeias and
verbs used for constructing test questions for non native Japanese learners has been accepted by a
refereed journal Gengo Kenkyu published by the Japanese Linguist Society.
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