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e S OMETE (¥3C) :We thoroughly investigated astronomical records, such as eclipses,
and occultations, in Nihongi and Shoku—Nihongi, and by taking into account the variation
of the Earth’ s rotation speed we clarified if the records given in them were correct
or not. As a result we found that observational astronomy began in the 7" century in
Japan, that progression and retrogression alternated in the Japanese observational
astronomy during the 7*" century, and that there were no observational records from the
end of the 7" century through the whole of the 8" century. There must have been a change
in the attitude toward observational astronomy at around the end of the 7" century in
Japan.
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