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This study uncovered a novel mechanism of antiviral defense cooperatively acting with RNA
silencing. In the defense, a calmodulin-like protein, rgs-CaM, binds to diverse viral RNA silencing
suppressors and directs degradation of them by autophagy. Thus, the rgs-CaM-mediated defense
seemed a host countermeasure against viral RNA silencing suppressors to reinforce antiviral RNA

silencing in tobacco.
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