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MEREDEE (FEX) : This project focused on Somali refugees in Protracted Refugee Situations
(PRS) who have been in exile in any asylum country for 5 years or longer and examined the ways in
which both refugees and hosts construct their living environments. The Dadaab refugee camp complex
in Kenya accommodates a population of over 400,000 individuals. PRS entails an inability on the part
of either refugees or hosts to predict when or even if these conditions will change. In this situation, both
refugees and hosts have attempted to develop ways of coexistence. For example, local institutions to
avoid conflicts over water, a system for the consignment sale of vegetables, milk, and industrial goods,
and a process for trading and lending land between refugees and hosts have been developed.
Additionally, the Dadaab complex operates as a huge market where 400,000 people are engaged,
including some refugees who are very actively engaged in commercial activities. This situation
contributes to a system in which various commodities are sold on consignment via transactions
conducted between refugees and Kenyans using mobile communication devices and based on trust.
Those living in and around the Dadaab complex have been isolated by virtue of the Kenyan legal system.
However, a unique living space with new commercial systems based on transnational networks has
emerged from this situation.
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