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WFZER R OME (F3) : In order to consider the meaning of "the dead" from a viewpoint of
Japanese history of ethical thoughts, I discuss the following issues.

In the Ancient times, Kojiki myth was very careful not to describe the soul of the dead,
while Nihon-Ryoiki, the first anthology of Buddhism tales dared to introduce the soul of the
dead even against Buddhism doctrine.

In the Middle times, The Tale of the Genji showed that the soul of a living woman
Rokujo-Miyasudokoro, who loved Hikaru-Genji too much, left her body, and as its extension
turned into the soul of the dead. And Noh stories had many variations but they eventually
fall on (between) the following two categories; i.e., one in which the soul of the dead hopes
Buddhahood as salvation, and the other in which the soul does not hope that way.

In Edo period, one of the Kokugaku leader HIRATA Atsutane brought the idea of the
soul of the dead into Shintoism, which was a part of his anti-Buddhism movement and
which was deeply succeeded by New Kokugaku(YANAGITA Kunio with anti-Buddhism and
ORIKUCHI Shinobu with pro-Buddhism) in the Modern times.
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