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This study focuses on the interaction between the central state and the provincial
societies in the nineteenth-century Ottoman Empire. I have analyzed the workings of
the local councils, the characteristics and the social background of the local revolts,
and the provincial people’s entry into the Ottoman bureaucracy, to understand the
paths through which the provincial people influenced the state’s policy or took part in
the state system. I have also found out that the central government consulted with the
local officials on certain matters of local administration in the process of
decision-making, and that it also made deliberate preparations to call for the local
notables’ cooperation as exemplified in the gathering of the provincial notables in the
capital in 1845.
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