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WFFER R OMEZE (F30) : Synovial lining cells and osteoclasts, which play an important
role in the exacerbation of inflammatory diseases in the temporomandibular joint (TMJ)
express caveolin—3 in their caveolae. The caveolae are involved in various cellular
functions through ion channels and receptors. The present study examined the expression
of the ne ion channels or receptors in both these cells of the rat TMJ by
immunohistochemical techniques. The osteoclasts expressed T, L, and N type
voltage—sensitive calcium channels and ENaC, and some of the synovial lining cells also
expressed the T type channel and ENaC. The results suggest that these channels are
concerned with calcium dependent signal cascades or maintaining their homeostasis
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