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Cultivating Practical Skills for Instructing Japanese Writing in Japanese
Language Teacher Training and Development: From a Critical Thinking Perspective

KAMADA, Michiko
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This study aimed to develop pedagogical content and methods of Japanese
language teacher education; particularly, Japanese writing as a second language. Through
guantitative and qualitative surveys, we clarified the types of difficulties in instructing Japanese

writing perceived by university students in Japanese language teacher training programs, Japanese
language teachers, and the professors in charge of these programs. Then, based on survey results, we
developed and verified each instructional plan for teaching Japanese writing to the university
students and language teachers. We incorporated critical thinking and focused on seven content
areas: beliefs, paraphrasing, writing tasks, resource use, thinking tools, interculturality, and
Japanese for specific purposes. The results reveal high overall comprehension and satisfaction with
each class, confirming a reduction in teaching difficulties. Our study offers important insights

into Japanese language teacher education.
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