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In this project, we collected evaluation data of Asian learners” L2 English
outputs (140 speeches/essays) from 160 raters with varied backgrounds in terms of L1, nationality,
occupation, and English proficiency. The collected data was released as the ICNALE Global Rating
Archive, which is one of the world"s largest rating data sets. After the release of the initial
versions (v1.0 and v2.0), the ICNALE GRA v2.1 was released in March 2024. The data were used to
publish a book (2023) and articles in several overseas journals (2023-2024).Also, international

symposia were organized (2020/2024).
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There were two major limitations with traditional learner corpus studies. First, while
many studies discuss learner proficiency, there have been very few analyses that
incorporate the quality of learners’ L2 production as a parameter. Second, the intuitive
judgments of a small number of L1 English native speakers (one or two to three in many
cases) tended to be regarded as absolute criteria for assessing the quality of learners’
L2 production. This is not necessarily in accordance with the reality of the use of English
in the modern days, which is widely used as an international communication tool mainly
among non-native speakers, but it may lead to imposing a narrow, native-speaker-
centred view on both learners and teachers. In order to solve these problems, it was
necessary to develop an open evaluation dataset collected from a large number of
evaluators, including non-native English speakers.
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This project had two principal aims. The first is collecting holistic and analytic
evaluation data of Asian EFL (English as a Foreign Language) learners’ L2 speeches
and essays from raters with a variety of backgrounds in terms of L1, nationality,
occupation, and English proficiency. The learner outputs are chosen from the
International Corpus Network of Asian Learners of English (ICNALE), which the project
leader has developed. The second is using the collected data to conduct a new type of
learner corpus research from a new analytical viewpoint.
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Based on the literature, we prepared a rating rubric as well as a detailed rating guide
for this project, which explicitly shows that English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) should be
the common standard in rating. Then, we recruited 160 raters in total from countries
mainly in Asia, all of whom received rater training. Only those who passed the exam were
allowed to commence their task of rating 140 learner speeches and the same number
of learner essays. The collected data was released as the ICNALE Global Rating
Archives (GRA). Also, using the collected data, we conducted some types of learner
corpus studies.
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Release of the Dataset: We released the ICNLAE GRA to the research community. The
V1.0, V2.0, and V2.1 were released in November 2022, December 2023, and March
2024, respectively.
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5ec_00009 (S_001 (S Speech_009 |SD_CHN_038_ B2 0 |[CHN |B2_0 |https: 10 9 9 10 10 10 9 10 10
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17 Conference Proceedings

International Symposium: The 5™ edition of the Learner Corpus Studies in Asia and the
World (LCSAW) was organized on August 21, 2020 (9 invited presentations + 4
ordinary presentations). Then, the 6™ edition of LCSAW was organized on February 3,
2024 (6 invited presentations + 17 ordinary presentations). After the symposia, the
conference proceedings were published.
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Publication: Using the data from GRA and other ICNALE modules, the single-authored
book, The ICNALE Guide: An Introduction to a Learner Corpus Study on Asian
Learners’ L2 English Routledge, 2023 was published. Also, many papers were
published in academic journals, including SCOPUS-indexed ones.

The Journal of Asia
The ICNALE Guide AsiaTEFL ) TEFL

An Infroduction to a Learner Corpus Study

on Asian Learners’ L2 English http://journal.asiatefl.org/

¢ISSN 2466-1511 © 2004 AsiaTEFL org. All nghts reserved.

Shirfichiro Ishikawa

Lexicogrammar of the L2 English Essays Written by
Asian College Students: A Corpus-Based Study

Shin’ichiro Ishikawa
Kobe University

By comb a contrastive 1 analysis (Granger, 1996, 2015) and a multidimensional
analysis (Biber, 1988), this study compared the essays written by Asian college students (in China,
Indonesia, Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and Thailand) and L1 English native speakers (ENS). These essays
were taken from the International Corpus Network of Asian Leamers of English (ICNALE; Ishikawa,
2023a). Through four analyses based on d scores, key lex cal features, clustering,
and classification, this study revealed that Asian leamers tended to write less informational, less
narrative, less overtly expressive, less abstract, and less time-constraint types of essays than ENS. It was
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