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Modernization of imperial periphery and Nationalizing empires
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The recent historiography on the Russian, Habsburg, and Ottoman empires
emphasizes their inclusive rather than oppressive nature, revealing the interactive and
interdependent relationship between the modernizing imperial systems and the development of national

societies both within and outside these empires. The dynamic and often contradictory process of
nation-building is shaped by the imperial framework, with the modernization of imperial rule relying
on the rise of nation-building efforts. This project aims to integrate imperial studies and
nation/nationalism studies to critically analyze and revise the historical categories of "empire"
and "nation-state,” which have traditionally been viewed as distinct and oppositional. Although the
Russian invasion of Ukraine in February 2022 temporarily revived the classic image of empire and
national emancipation, this project effectively addresses the challenge of elaborating the
historical narrative of empires.
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Radicalism in Circulation

Anarchistic Turn? Slavic Eurasian Research Institute, Hokkaido Univ.
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