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This project attempted an integrated understanding of spatial and social
mobility in the pre-modern Alpine region, that is, a boundary area with political, social, and
religious multiculturality. It analysed the correlation of ‘ capitals’ of mobility across various
aspects of the relationship between political and spiritual cultures in those regions. As a result,
it became clear that the following factors of Alpine societies had critical meanings: the network of

small- and medium-sized towns as a capital of mobility; the strategic resourcefulness of Alpine
areas because of their peripheral position in the Holy Roman Empire; the high value of network
capital in the Alpine boundary areas; the cultural mobility due to the multilingual situation; and
the high capital value of tough experiences and the collective memory of those experiences
throughout the areas as a capital of social and spiritual mobility, although this factor could be
ambiguous.
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