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In the modern era, the stability of human relationships and society, which
had been primarily guaranteed by the state, is now being shaken by various problems centered on
globalization. Why did people come to coexist and connect over a wide area? Why did people who lived

in individual kinship groups and communities, maintaining basically egalitarian social relations,
come to follow specific individuals and organizations? This research project used archaeology, a
powerful tool for reconstructing the history of unwritten societies, to elucidate these processes in
the Yayoi and Kofun periods in the Japanese archipelago, the late Neolithic to Shang and Zhou
periods in China, and the Bronze Age to Iron Age in southern Britain.
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