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Comprehensive re-examination of organ transplant legislation and legal policy -
recommendations based on the current situation in the 10th year of the
implementation of the revised act

Shiroshita, Yuji
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This study comprehensively re-examined the situation surrounding the Act on

Organ Transplantation in Japan and made recommendations to contribute to future organ transplant
legislation and legal policy. Since the 2009 amendment, the number of organ donations under brain
death has only slightly increased, while the number of organ donations after cardiac arrest has been
declining.

In order %o address this situation, the report showed that it is important not only (1) to raise the
public”s awareness of organ transplantation and to make the declaration of willingness to/not to
donate organs as permanent as possible, but also (2) to provide ongoing support for turning this
into a reality when the willingness has been declared. It was also clear that organ donation from

abused children, the requirements for which were relaxed by the revised 2022 guidelines, needs to be
further reviewed.
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